
Introducing Seneca Libraries' 

Guide to Research and Citation: MLA Style, 

3rd Edition



In this presentation

1. Review why you need a style guide for your courses

2. Learn about the new changes to MLA style as published 

in the Modern Language Handbook for Writers of 

Research Papers, 7th edition (released Spring 2009)

3. Discover what is different in Seneca Librariesô new MLA 

reference materials:

· Guide to Research and Citation: MLA Style, 3rd Edition (print)

· MLA Style Guide (online)

4. Find out where to get Seneca Librariesô new MLA 

reference materials



A Style Guide is:

·ñA manual to a prescribed set of rules for [writing] research

papers and theses, usually written for a specific academic           

disciplineor group of related disciplines.ò

·Covers ñthe mechanics of writing, format, and correct  

form of documentation, usually including pertinent examples.ò

·Seneca Librariesô Guide to Research and Citation: MLA Style 

was created as a quick reference guide to the new MLA 

Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, for ease of use of 
both students and faculty 

Reitz, Joan M. ñStyle Manual.ò  Online Dictionary for Library and Information Science. Libraries Unlimited, 19 

Nov. 2007. Web. 21 Aug. 2009. <http://lu.com/odlis/odlis_s.cfm>.
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Why do you need a style guide?

·To ensure that your students are upholding Seneca 

Collegeôs Academic Honesty policy and preventing 

themselves from unintentional plagiarism;

·To assist instructors in the consistent marking of 

student assignments across Seneca College; and,

·To help students to continuously improve their writing 
style throughout their academic programme.
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How do I cite the Guide to Research and 

Citation: MLA Style in my subject outline?

Seneca Libraries recommends that you include the print Guide 

to Research and Citation: MLA Styleand/or the ñSeneca 

Libraries MLA Style Guideò internet site in your subject 

outlines. 

1. Review why you need a style guide for your courses



PRESCRIBED TEXTS

Sayre, John E., and Alan J. Morris. Principles of Macroeconomics. 5th ed. Whitby: McGraw, 

2005. Print.

Seneca Libraries. Guide to Research and Citation: MLA Style. 3rd ed. Toronto: Seneca Coll., 2009. 

Print. 

REQUIRED TEXTS: (Classroom and Correspondence Only)

Reading and Writing: Communicating in College, EAC 150. Custom ed. for Seneca College.  

Boston: Pearson, 2006. Print.

Seneca Libraries. ñSeneca Libraries MLA Style Guide.ò Seneca Coll., 1 June 2009. Web. 16 June 

2009. 

Sample citations for your 

subject outlines
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As of Spring 2009, the Modern Language Association has come out 

with a 7th edition of their Handbook for Writers of Research Papers. 

Some changes include:

· Indicate format of source (Print, Web, DVD)

· Italicize titles of complete works (books, journals, newspapers, etc.)

· Include volume and issue number for scholarly publications

· Include additional information for Web source entries

·Do not include URLs for Web site sources unless requested by a 

professor or when the source cannot be easily located without it

New rules for Works Cited entries
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Highlights of new MLA citation rules

NEW

ÅSpecify the format of a source by adding a ñpublication  

markerò (Print, Web, DVD)

Format

EXAMPLE

ñRenewable Energy Has a Bright Future in Ontario.ò   

Toronto Star 28 Feb. 2009: N7. Print.
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Highlights of new MLA citation rules

NEW

ÅItalicize the titles of complete works (books, journals, 

magazines)

Titles of complete works

EXAMPLES

King, Stephen. Dolores Claiborne. New York: Penguin, 1993. Print.

Boake, Terri Meyer. ñConstructing a Ghery.ò Canadian Architect 8 

June 2008: 42-46. Print.
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EXAMPLE

Lessig, Lawrence. ñFree Debates: More Republicans Call on 

RNC.ò Lessig 2.0. N.p., 4 May 2007. Web. 15 May 2009.

NEW

ÅDo not include URLs for online sources unless requested by 

professor or when source cannot be found easily without it

ÅInclude the publisher of a Web site. If unavailable, write N.p.

ÅIf no publication date is given, write n.d. (No date)

Online sources

No publisher

Highlights of new MLA citation rules
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Highlights of new MLA citation rules

NEW

ÅInclude page numbers for scholarly journals on the Web

ÅIf no page numbers are given, write n. pag.

Online scholarly journals

EXAMPLE

Ouellette, Marc. ñTheories, Memories, Bodies, and Artists.ò 

Reconstruction 7.4 (2007): n. pag. Web. 5 June 2008.

No pagination
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2. Lear about the new changes to MLA style 

Library to Go ïMLA (flyer)

Å Highlights the changes between 

the 6th and the 7th editions of the 

MLA citation rules 

Å Can be downloaded here

ÅUse it as a quick reference tool

ÅPass it on to your students 

Seneca Libraries has produced three different 

reference materials to help you and your 

students with the new MLA citation rules:
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Seneca Librariesô Guide to Research and 

Citation, MLA style, 3rd edition includes 

new rules for Works Cited entries to 

conform to the changes in the latest 

edition of the Modern Language 

Handbook.

Includes: 

ÅNew updated examples!

ÅExpanded content!

Seneca Librariesô

Guide to Research and Citation: 

MLA Style, 3rd edition (booklet)
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NEW

ÅProfessors notes and

handouts (electronic and print)
ÅPosting from job Web site

ÅImages on the Web ÅOnline videos

ÅComputer games ÅDownloaded computer game

ÅInterviews ÅStats Canada documents

ÅClipart ÅGraphic Novels

More examples ï3rd edition
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NEW

ÅPractice worksheet for formulating a research question

ÅMore text describing the unique parts of a citation

ÅAdditional explanation of electronic sources examples

Expanded content ï3rd Edition
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Recent updates to MLA citation 

have also been completed 

on the Seneca Librariesô 

MLA Style Guide (online)
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But where is the 

online MLA Style 

Guide?



Seneca Librariesô MLA Style Guide

http://library.senecacollege.ca/
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Definition

Disclaimer
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Select the 

type of 

citation
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Where do I get the Guide to Research 

and Citation: MLA Style 3rd edition? 

For purchase:

·At each campus bookstore

For review at the library:

·ñOn Reserveò at the Borrower Services Desk

·At the Reference Desk
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